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Materials      

20 succulent clippings or 5–10 succulent plants  
in 2" pots  

Plastic or waste paper to work on 

Sphagnum moss 

Wreath form  

Florist wire 

Bucket 

Pencil 

Succulent wreaths are a welcome sign of life during the 
late winter. I had seen these wreaths and was itching for 
an excuse to make one. My daughter’s terrarium project 
was the perfect opportunity.

Although we had created terrariums before, the wreath was a first, so Cedar was 
very interested in the whole process. This type of creative manipulation of plants 
seems to open a child’s mind about what one can do with gardening. And my 
trial-and-error approach really helped my daughter see that we were at the same 
level—excited novices. It’s great to let kids in on the fact that you are always 
learning, too. This is a big, messy project, so be prepared. 
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Create the wreath form. Fill a bucket with water, 
and immerse the sphagnum moss in it for 15 to 30 
minutes. Take your wreath form, and fill the bottom 
and the sides with wet sphagnum moss, brown side 
down. This step will prevent dirt from leaking out 
the bottom. Create a pre-moistened layer of potting 
mix on top of the sphagnum moss. Take more wet 
sphagnum moss, and place it on the top and sides so 
that moss completely covers the potting mix. Wrap 
the entire thing—frame, moss, and soil—in floral 
wire. Don’t make the floral wire too tight, or you will 
need to push it around to place your plants. This 
wreath form can be made ahead of time and soaked 
prior to use. 

Place your succulents. Again, this part is the 
tricky business. Some people, more methodical 
than I, would begin by digging small holes and 
planting their succulents in layers that face the 
same direction. After each layer, they would wrap 
additional wire to hold the specimens in place, 
being careful the floral wire does not cut into the 
succulents; they would arrange the next layer of 
succulents to hide how the first layer was attached. 
They would ring around the wreath until they came 
back to the beginning, and then would hide their 
wrapping with a final layer of succulents. 

That is not what I did at all. Instead, I selected three 
of each type of succulent I liked, focusing on the 
rosette forms because they felt floral, and I placed 
them in rough triangles around the wreath. This 
method created a fairly balanced composition. We 
kept adding more specimens, in a somewhat even 
fashion, trying to vary color and texture until we got 
tired. Then I wrapped the whole thing in florist wire 
to hold it together.

Find a method for placing the plants that works for 
you. No matter how you go about this task, be sure 
to firmly place each succulent into the potting mix 
sandwiched in the wreath form and to secure each 
plant with floral wire.  

Take care of your wreath. Let the wreath lie flat  
for the next 3 to 6 months so the plants firmly root 
into the soil. If storing the wreath indoors, it will 
need a platter or plastic sheeting underneath it.  
The wreath requires very little care: a dunk in a sink 
of lukewarm water every week or so for 15 minutes 
should give it the moisture it needs. Keep your 
wreath out of direct sun for the first few days, so it 
doesn’t go into shock. 

Hang your wreath. After 3 to 6 months, the roots of 
the plants are fully developed, and the wreath can be 
hung just as you would any nonliving wreath.










