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Make 

A String of Leaves

Have you ever looked closely at the leaves around you? Really and truly 
looked at them? The diversity within each and every leaf—from tree to 
tree and branch to branch—is astounding. The shapes are complicated 
and complex, the lines many and varied. Identifying the trees around 
us by their leaves is great fun. It’s a joy to truly know the trees you live 
amidst. 

This project was born on a day like any other at home. Walking around 
our modest suburban backyard, Ezra noticed a bright yellow leaf he ap-
parently had never seen before. He thought it was beautiful. (It was!) We 
began comparing it to the others around it, and to those on the neighbor-
ing trees and bushes and shrubs. His brother and sister joined in on the 
action, and soon the entire family was gathering leaves from every corner 
of our home—each on a mission to find a different kind than had been 
found already. Soon, we had a rather large pile of leaves gathered in front 
of us, which we brought inside for further examination. A little while later, 
we came up with this idea of a banner of our leaves—an artistic, visual re-
minder of the many trees and leaves that surround our very home. 

This project could certainly be expanded to include all sorts of the 
nature bits that you find around your home. It needn’t be limited to trees 
and leaves. But the concept of having it be things from your “outside 
home” is a special one—making the inside and outside of our homes—
our days, our lives, and spirits—just a bit more connected and together. 
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CRAFTIng nOTEs

Soft-Kut is a rubber block, roughly 1/2" thick. I prefer block printing with 
this material because it’s easy to cut into any size and also a bit easier 
to work than a traditional woodblock, thereby making it accessible to 
younger crafters. Still, safety precautions should be used with young 
children, particularly when using the lino cutters. Depending on age and 
ability, that particular step might be best for adults and older children.

WHAT YOu’LL nEEd

soft-kut printing blocks 
Water-based block printing ink
Brayer
Lino cutters and handle
Newspaper for surface
pencil for drawing
sheet of glass, metal, cardboard, or a palette for spreading 

ink (I use a cut piece of glass with duct tape on all edges to 
keep fingers safe)

Linen or cotton fabric pieces at a size larger than your stamp
Twine
Clothespins or a sewing machine 
scissors or an X-acto knife for cutting the block

WHAT TO dO

1.  most importantly, gather leaves! Have yourself a lovely 
walk, a stroll around your yard, a park, a trail—wherever 
you go most! Choose leaves that are appealing to you and 
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different from one another. study them, play with them, 
inspect them (use a magnifying glass!). If you’d like, use a 
tree identification book to find out what each is. and then, 
gather them up and bring them to your work area.

2.  If you’re working in a space that needs to be protected, 
lay newspaper or a vinyl cloth on your work surface. Cut 
the linen to your desired size (my stamps are all roughly 
3" x 5", so my fabric squares started at 5" x 7"). Cut out as 
many pieces as you would like. Lay them flat and spread 
them out, ready for stamping.

3.  Cut the rubber to your desired stamp size using scissors 
or an X-acto knife. especially for young children, you 
want the stamp to be manageable in size so they have 
the time and patience to finish designing and carving 
it, but also not so small that the detail is too difficult to 
work. I generally cut mine to 3" x 5". using a pencil, draw 
your leaf (by tracing or observing and drawing) directly 
onto the rubber.

4.  using the appropriate lino cutter (for larger areas to cut, 
use the largest-size cutter, and for more fine detail, use 
the smaller-size cutter), begin to cut away the outline of 
your leaf. Be sure to cut away from you for proper impact 
as well as safety! remember that what you cut away will be 
“blank,” and not covered in ink. The parts and pieces left 
behind are what will have ink and add color to your fabric. 

5.  Continue cutting the shape as desired. It needn’t be 
precise—the very nature of lino cutting involves carving 
lines, and having those visible is okay! It’s part of the pro-
cess and part of the finished piece as well! When you are 
satisfied with the cutting, trim the edges of the rubber as 
needed.
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6.  squeeze a bit of ink (about the size of a quarter to start) 
onto your palette. roll the brayer back and forth over the 
ink with even pressure until it is covered. set your stamp 
on a flat surface, design side up. using the brayer, roll the 
ink over the top of the stamp, coating your design evenly 
in ink. 

7.  Carefully pick the stamp up, turning it over in your hands, 
and press it down on the center of your fabric square. 
remove the stamp, and repeat these steps as often as 
desired with your other stamps and fabric squares!

8.  allow the fabric to dry while you clean up the work area—
and for as long as the ink manufacturer’s instructions 
state (generally a few hours is enough time). The brayer 
can be washed with regular dishwashing soap and warm 
water. 
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9.  When the ink is dry, attach the fabric squares to a length of 
twine. Clothespins are a lovely way to hang your squares if 
you’d rather not sew. Hand stitching is also a great option, 
as well as machine stitching. simply fold over the top edge 
and sew it in place, being sure to leave space to later insert 
the twine. This banner is intended to be a bit rustic and 
natural in its finished state, so don’t worry about getting 
precise or detailed stitching.

10.  Hang your string of Leaves in a special spot inside your 
house (or even outside!) and enjoy the wonder of the 
leaves that truly are all around you.




